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In This Issue 
• Around Town With Gary 

• Chaplain’s Corner 

• Knight of the Month 

• Prayer List reminder 

• Field Agent 

• Many misc. items 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

Monday Weekly Rosary 

Saturday Weekly Communion 

SPCR 

2nd & 4th Sunday Communion 

SJN 

 

February 

02/08 Membership Mtg -SPCR 
/ online 

02/14 Corporate Communion 

– SPCR 

02/12  Endeavor 21 (FMSC) 

02/17  Ash Wed. Lent Begins 

02/20  4th Degree (virtual) 

Exemplification 

02/27  Spelling Bee 

 

March 

03/01 Ladies Auxiliary 

03/01 Officers’ Business Mtg. 

03/08 Membership Mtg -SPCR 

/ online 

03/19  St. Joe Grotto 

Dedication - SJN 

 

April 

04/04 Easter Sunday 
04/05 Ladies Auxiliary 

04/05 Officers’ Business Mtg. 

04/12 Membership Mtg -SPCR 

 

 

 

 

 AROUND TOWN WITH GARY 

Brother Knights, 

Don’t you feel like spring is just around the corner?  Even with our 

recent snow storm, our days are sunny and getting longer, Covid 

restrictions are being relaxed and a vaccine is being rolled out to 
residents.  For some of us, securing a vaccination appointment is 

more difficult than winning the lottery.  Well, that has not stopped 

our Council to initiate planning for spring events.  Our Ladies Auxiliary has already put 

plans in motion for their plant sale on May 8.   
 

We have also been given permission to resume in-person meetings.  Our February 8 

Membership meeting will be a dual virtual/in-person meeting at SPCR.   If you can’t 

attend in person, join virtually.  As I mentioned last month, it has been difficult to 
engage new members, begin new friendships and reconnect with old friends without 

the ability to meet together as a group.  We would love to see you back and begin to 

re-build our Council brotherhood that has suffered in 2020.   

 
Our future event calendar is sparse but we are excited and starting to build events to 

support our families, community and church.  Unfortunately, our major Council 

fundraising event “Pies By The Guys” originally scheduled for last November and 

delayed until March 2021, has now been canceled due to Covid food handling 
restrictions.  There are additional events that we would like to place on our calendar 

and are looking for a few “event champion/organizers” to assist in the planning.  Want 

to get involved?  Come to the meeting on Feb 8 to hear more.   

  
2021 dues notices have been sent out and returns are trickling in.  With all our fund 

raising events cancelled, your dues are a critical piece to insure the viability of the 

Council to entertain and hold future events. Please do not disregard your dues notice.  

A second notice will be sent out shortly.  We will accept payments at our next Council 
meeting February 8.  For those who have paid, the 2021 membership cards have not 

yet been issued and will be shortly. 

 

For those members who have not paid past dues, expect a call from our retention 
committee shortly.  They will be reaching out to each of you as a reminder of the 

importance of our dues to support the mission of the Knights, Church, School and 

community.  How do you know if you have not paid your dues?  Check your 

membership card.  If it does not say 2020 you have not paid.  I hope their gentle 
phone call will be a reminder of your commitment to the Knights of Columbus.   

 

Finally, last but not least.  Lent begins with Ash Wednesday Feb. 17.  To borrow from 

Msgr Deutsch, “What things can I do to make Lent a really fruitful time for me and my 
family”?  Do you have a plan?  

 

Vivat Jesus, 

Grand Knight Gary 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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May 

05/03 Ladies Auxiliary 
05/04 Officers’ Business Mtg. 

05/08 Garden Market 

05/10 Membership Mtg -SPCR 

 

New Degree Schedule 

1st, 2nd, 3rd Degree virtual 

dates available on demand 

 

02/20 Virtual 4th Degree 

Exemplification 

 

Council Officers 
Grand 

Knight Gary Stopka 

Chaplain Fr. John 
Kladar 

Deputy 
Grand 
Knight 

Greg 
Sengstock 

Chancellor 
Roman 
Seckel 

Recorder 
Chris 

Vonderhaar 

Financial 
Secretary 

Bill Roth 

Treasurer John R Blake 

Advocate John Blozis 

Warden Jose Philip 

Guard Jeff Bowgren 
Guard David Richter 

Trustee 
(3 Year) 

Hank Brill 

Trustee 
(2 Year) 

Paul 
Clementi 

Trustee 
(1 Year) 

Jim Gebhardt 

District 
Deputy 

Keith 
Williams 

Field Agent 
Matt Kling 

9995-800 380  

  

 
Council 

Directors 

 

  
Membership 

Director 
 

Marty Kleker 

Faith  
Director 

Ed Kramer 

 
Community 

Director 

 

Jim 
McNamara 

Council 
Director 

 

Tom 
Rasmussen 

 

 

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER     by Fr. John Kladar 

 

Last week I got a call for an anointing of the sick, but at the time, I 

was in Rockford for a meeting. I gave Msgr. Deutsch a call and passed 

along the information. He said he could go, so I thought that would 

be the end of it. He called me about 25 minutes later and said it was 

quite the anointing. When he went into the room, there were two 

daughters with their dying mother. It was an intense situation, so 

Monsignor started the anointing. It's not a long prayer, the anointing 

of the sick only takes 2-3 minutes, and as he said the last words of 

the final blessing, this woman breathed her last breath on this earth. He said he had 

never had anyone pass away as soon as he finished the sacrament. This is a beautiful 

story about how the Holy Spirit allowed this woman to wait until she was able to receive 

graces before she went in peace. That being said, it provides me an opportunity to say 

a few things about best practices for this sacrament that we do not often consider. 

 

Brothers, this is a statement for the good of the order, maybe for yourself or a loved 

one in your care, do not wait until the last minute to call a priest to receive this 

sacrament. Emergencies arise, and with great urgency, priests try to get there as 

quickly as possible. However, when people care for loved ones, they tend to put this 

off to the last minute. Maybe as a culture, we have a hard time realizing our mortality, 

but that is a conversation for a different day. The reality is that many people think that 

anointing of the sick is reserved for last rites when someone is about to die. While it is 

a part of the last rites, that does not mean a person needs to be at death's door to 

receive the sacrament. As it says in paragraph 1514 of the CCC, The Anointing of the 

Sick “is not a sacrament for those only who are at the point of death. Hence, as soon 

as anyone of the faithful begins to be in danger of death from sickness or old age, the 

fitting time for him or her to receive this sacrament has certainly already arrived." So 

put your priest to work, call him earlier than you think. 

The anointing of the sick is a beautiful sacrament. It gives us peace amongst our 

anxiety. It provides us with the strength to handle our illness and unites our trials with 

the suffering of our Lord on the cross. It may even offer miraculous healings if it is 

conducive to the salvation of the soul. So, next time you are preparing for a significant 

operation or preparing a loved one to meet our Lord, do not delay. Be prompt in 

allowing your loved one to receive the merciful grace Our Lord wants to give them. 

Repent, Watch, Joy Awaits. 

 

God Bless, 

Fr. John Kladar 

 

 

 

Council Meetings Continuing Virtual Format 

Starting this month, it looks like we will be moving toward the dual Zoom/In-person 

meeting format for the next few months.  Thank you to all who have mastered the 

technology and joined via Zoom or dial-in.  Your participation and input to the Council 

is important to us.  With the evolving meeting format, the Supreme Council has given 

subordinate councils the option to continue with dual (in-person/on-line) format or 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
mailto:gk@kofc12497.com
mailto:dgk@kofc12497.com
mailto:dgk@kofc12497.com
mailto:Gregory.Paul@KOFC.ORG
mailto:james_mcnamara@sbcglobal.net
mailto:james_mcnamara@sbcglobal.net
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Family 
Directors 

 

Eric 
Vonderhaar, 
Chris Barone 

 

Youth Co- 
Directors 

Jason 
O’Sullivan, 

Chris Barone 
Culture of 

Life Director 
 

Fred Karl 

 

revert back to in-person meetings when permitted.  Let us know your preference.  

Thanks to Bill Roth for managing the meeting technology.   

 

4th Degree Exemplification February 20 (Virtual) 

Calling all 3rd degree Knights.  Time is running out to register for the (4th) Patriotic 

Degree Exemplification to be held (virtual) on Saturday February 20th at 10 am.  You 

can take it without leaving home, but need to register now.  Do not delay in registering.  

Registrations must be completed by February 6 to avoid a $10 late fee.  For additional 

information, contact GK@kofc12497.com.  All current Sir Knights are invited to attend 

free of charge but also must register by February 6. 

 

An updated list of still-planned council activities is included toward the end 

of this Unitas issue. 

 

 

CORPORATE COMMUNION MASS FEB. 14 9:30 AM 
 

Mark your calendar and join us for the first Corporate Communion of the year Sunday, February 14, 9:30 am at St. 

Patrick Crane Rd. Church.  All Knights, Ladies Auxiliary and families members are invited to join this 

celebration.  Show your spirit by wearing your logo/name tag or uniform; but do come out to share in this 
celebration.  Remember due to restrictions currently in place, masks and social distancing are required.  There will 

be no after Mass gathering until such time as the restrictions are lifted.   As is the current situation, please sign-up 

on-line at the St. Patrick Parish website to attend the Mass. 

 
If you would like to volunteer to assist with the Mass, go to the church website to view the options available and to 

sign-up. 

 

 
 

COUNCIL WEBSITE PROJECT 
 

Are you happy with the Council website?  BK Ken Taylor has offered to help with the redesign of our Council website 

to make it more relevant to our Council today.  Among other things, Ken and Bill Roth will be working to overhaul 
our site to highlight current and past events, provide a calendar, pictures along with a member only section with a 

membership directory.  The intention is to allow our program coordinators to develop their own content and be able 

to post it directly to the site.  The scope of the project will have both long term and short term objectives.  Come to 

our Council meeting and learn more from the experts.  If you are interested in serving on the oversight committee, 
please contact GK@kofc12497.com.   Thank you Ken and Bill for taking up the challenge. 

 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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ROSARY - JOIN US EVERY MONDAY AT 6:15 
 

Bill Roth will continue to lead our weekly virtual Rosary.  Consider setting aside 20 

minutes to pray with fellow Knights and LAX members.  Please join us every Monday 

at 6:15 for 20 minutes of praying the Rosary.  

Watch for the video link / call-in info in Flocknotes.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

OUTDOOR PARISH COMMUNION SERVICE AT ST. PATRICK AND 

ST. JOHN NEUMANN 
 

In case you are wondering……a few of our Knights have been actively assisting with the Outdoor Communion 
Services; weekly Saturday at St. Pat’s, and the 2nd & 4th Sunday at St. John Neumann.  Our Pastors, Msgr. Deutsch 

and Fr. Peck have asked our Council to assist at Service.  Whether it’s directing socially distanced parking or handing 

out bulletins, our Knights have answered the call.   Thanks to the guys who have been there to answer the need. 

 
However, we could use a few additional guys to help out.  It only takes an hour and it’s not difficult or strenuous 

work and it’s great to be out in the fresh air.  Can you volunteer an hour once or twice a month?  Your help would be 

very much appreciated.  If you have any questions, contact Gary at GK@kofc12497.com. 

 
 

COUNCIL KNIGHT OF THE MONTH 
 

Our Knight(s) of the month are the priests of St. Patrick and St. John Neumann.  Congratulations and thank you to 
Msgr. Deutsch, Fr. Peck, our Chaplain Fr. Kladar, Fr. Reichardt, Fr. Cristancho and Fr. Vargas.   Through their 

herculean effort during the pandemic, they were able modify our traditions to bring Christ’s teaching and His 

presence to the St. Charles and surrounding community.  We look forward to further supporting them in their 

efforts to bring order and help normalize our Faith worship through word and actions.  Congratulations and thank 
you for all you do to help and support the Knights of Columbus St. Charles Council #12497. 

 

 

KNIGHTS GOLF COMMITTEE ORGANIZING 
 NEW MEMBERS ARE WELCOME! 

 

Planning will begin soon for the 22nd Annual Chuck Hollenbach “Never Give Up on Life” Memorial Golf 

Outing on Monday July 19th at Elgin Country Club.   Planning will begin virtually before the end of 
February.   We need Brother Knights to step up to help us have a successful outing.   100% of the net 

outing proceeds support the Pro-Life ministry of Corbella Clinic.   We were fortunate to have an outing in 

the midst of COVID in 2020. We pray that by the time that we get closer to July 19th, the climate begins 

to open up. 
 

Please express your interest to Fred Karl, cell 847-373-2922 or email: ftkarl@sbcglobal.net. 
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PRAYER LIST 
 

Recent illnesses and deaths of our fellow knights, loved ones, and friends remind us of the 

beautiful opportunity for prayer intentions that our council's online Prayer List offers to us.  

Imagine having hundreds of knights praying for your good health, or the repose of the soul of 

your loved one.  It is so easily accomplished.   

Merely go to the council's webpage at kofc12497.com.  Currently, under the Knights Items tab 

on the menu bar, select the dropdown Prayer Request Create item.  Fill out the information 

page and submit.   

For those of us who promise to pray for a specific intention, but then have so many intentions to remember, the List 

provides a handy method to remember those intentions.  In your prayers of supplication, merely remember to say 

"And for all the intentions in my council's Prayer List" and you will be performing a wonderful act of mercy.  How 

easy is that! 
 

 

LEAVE NO NEIGHBOR BEHIND 
 
Over the last several months, we have been hearing about a new Council program called “Leave No Neighbor 

Behind”.  A group of knights has been meeting to determine how best our Council can achieve the mission of 

providing services to those in our community in need of assistance.  At the February officers meeting and on behalf 

of the committee, Marty Burks presented an outline of the scope and intention of the group which he will present at 
council on February 8.  Come and hear more about the program and see how you can be a part of it. 

 

FREE MEMBERSHIP DEADLINE EXTENDED 
 
 

We have been advised that the FREE MEMBERHIP promotion has 

been extended through June 2021 - see instructions on this 

promo. 
 

Don’t wait.  Make the move and invite a Catholic man to join the 

Council.  There are men out there that have interest in our group 

and what we do but just need someone to invite them to do 
so.  Take the plunge and invite them to join.  Contact Marty 

Kleker, Membership Chairman for any additional information.   

 

 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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NEWMAN FUND 
 

Last fall we each received a post card for the Newman Apostolate Fund describing the activity of the program to 

colleges and universities in Illinois and a copy is below.  Every year the Council is assessed $5.00 for each member, 

regular, honorary or religious to support this charity.  A few of our members individually support this charity but 
many do not or are unaware of it.  In the past the Council the council has met this goal with general non-earmarked 

council funds.  Steve Groshek, our Charity Ambassador has spoken about our charities at Council meetings.  The 

Newman Fund is a critical means to further a Faith based educational environment to our young people.  The nearest 

chapter is Northern Illinois University and many of our young priests have come through that chapter.   

As you plan your charitable giving program for 2021, please consider a donation of any amount to Newman by 

following the instructions below.  Remember to include your council and membership number on the check or card.  

If you would prefer, we will be accepting donations at in-person meetings or send it to our PO Box 4006 St. Charles 

IL 60174.  And, we thank you for your support.   
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FIELD AGENT - MATT KLING 
 

Pandemic Effects on Long-Term Care  

Over 115,000 deaths were linked to U.S. Long-Term Care Facilities ravaged by the 2020 pandemic.    

During this period, many facilities were forced to ban visitors to contain outbreaks while others remained closed to 
the public to prevent the spread of infection. In less than 12 months, we watched the U.S. Long-Term Care Facility 

occupancy rate drop more than 15%.  

Many believe the decrease in occupancy rate was justifiable as we watched outbreaks take down facilities within our 

own communities, including several within the Fox Valley. Facilities now face the dilemma of regaining consumer 
trust while providing alternative and creative solutions for residents when they are forced to close their doors to 

visitors.   

The shift in Facility occupancy rate has increased the demand for In-Home care providers. The Long-Term Care 

Insurance industry also saw consumer preference shift away from Facility Only Insurance Plans to Comprehensive 

Insurance Plans offering both Facility and In-Home care solutions.  

In the Chicagoland Area, the average cost for a fulltime Home Health Aide or Homemaker Service Provider is $5,000 

- $6,000 per month, a cost that can double when skilled nursing is required. When asked about this cost and what 

their plan is, most consumers state they will not need care, or they can save enough money to cover the cost of 
care. Yet according to the US Dept. of Health & Human Services, 7 out of 10 retirees will require some form of care 

before death and less than a third over the age of 50 have started saving for this expense.  

To make matters worse, of those who have started saving for this expense, less than half have planned for the 

inflated costs of future care. For example, if a married couple needed a $200 daily care benefit, the costs over 5 
years would be $730,000 or $365,000 each in today’s dollars. In 25 years, at a 3% inflation rate, that costs would 

be over $1,500,000.  

Most Long-Term Care Insurance plans provide this benefit at a fraction of that cost. The Knights of Columbus 

currently offers both In-Home Care & Facility Care Plans through our Long-Term Care Insurance program available 
to members and their spouses between ages 18-75. Married couples can take advantage of spousal discounts and 

plans can be built with inflation riders to keep up with the rising cost of care. Additionally, plans can be affordably 

purchased incrementally or designed to cover a portion of the projected cost of care.   

If you would like to review your current plan or learn more about your benefits with the Knights of Columbus please 
give me a call. Members can also obtain, by mail, a complimentary 70 page Shopper’s Guide to Long-Term Care 

Insurance by emailing me at matthew.kling@kofc.org. Vivat Jesus!  

 

Matthew Kling FSCP, Field Agent | Knights of Columbus, 303 East Main Street, Saint Charles, IL 60174, Direct: (630) 

485-8705, Main: (800) 380-9995 
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COUNCIL PLANNED EVENTS 
 

Following are currently planned Council events, to assist you in scheduling time on your calendar to participate. 

 
 

Date Category Event 

February Faith  Weekly Rosary 

Feb(2nd/4th Sun) Faith  SJN Outdoor Communion Service Assist 

February(weekly) Faith  Outdoor Communion Service Assist 

1-Feb-21 Council Officers Business Meeting 

8-Feb-21 Council Regular Membership Meeting 

12-Feb-21 Faith Endeavor 21 – Feed My Starving Children 

14-Feb-21 Faith  Corporate Communion Mass 

17-Feb-21 Faith  Lent Begins 

20-Feb-20 Assembly (Virtual) 4th Degree Exemplification 

27-Feb-21 Community Spelling Bee 

Feb(tent) Council Locker Cleanout 

Feb/March Community Family Trivia Night 

March Faith  Weekly Rosary 

March(2nd/4th Sun) Faith  SJN Outdoor Communion Service Assist 

March(weekly) Faith  Outdoor Communion Service Assist 

1-Mar-21 Council Officers Business Meeting 

8-Mar-21 Council Regular Membership Meeting 

19-Mar-21 Faith  St. Joseph Grotto Dedication 

April Faith  Weekly Rosary 

April (2nd/4th Sun) Faith  SJN Outdoor Communion Service Assist 

April (weekly) Faith  Outdoor Communion Service Assist 

4-Apr-21 Faith  Easter Sunday 

8-May-21 Community Garden Market -Drive Through 
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS  
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Any Knight can sponsor our newsletter for $100 per year.  Proceeds go toward our Council’s charitable works.  

Contact the Unitas editor at unitas12497@sbcglobal.net 
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